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SKILLS SHORTAGE 

468. Mrs J. HUGHES to the Premier: 
Can the Premier please advise the house of the latest progress in addressing the skills shortage? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
I thank the member for Kingsley for the question. 
We are going through a period of very strong economic growth in Western Australia, which is putting a lot of 
stress on the provision of physical and human infrastructure, to which the state government is responding very 
well, particularly in the provision of training, by changing the requirements for apprenticeships and so on.  There 
has been a lot of response and good partnership between industry and the state to try to address the needs that 
have emerged for skilled and, indeed, now, unskilled labour in this state.  We have had, of course, zero 
cooperation from the federal government.  In fact, not only have we had no cooperation, but also active obstacles 
have been put in our way by the federal government, which has absolutely no idea of how to manage a resource-
based economy in strong growth such as we are experiencing now.  It has no idea of what to do.  That is why it 
was very pleasing for us in Western Australia - any reasonable Western Australian would have been delighted - 
when last week Kevin Rudd announced that there would be an initiative to address the nation’s skills shortages.  
He has become very familiar with those issues because of his discussions with people in our government about 
our requirements and about the lack of response from John Howard’s government.  John Howard has completely 
and utterly failed to provide enough university places.  There has been a pathetic under investment in higher 
education in this country in the past 10 years.  Our national education and training efforts are held up for 
international ridicule against those of other members of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development.  The federal government has absolutely no concept of developing a skills base through the training 
institutions.  In fact, as we heard from the education and training minister, the federal government has sought to 
put in place a ridiculous parallel system, which is producing virtually no positive result in Western Australia 
whatsoever.   
Kevin Rudd announced that, if elected, he would create Skills Australia.  I think I said in the Parliament last time 
I stood that there was a yawning gap in national policy in that no strategic approach is being made to the 
development of the national economy - none - from the current federal government.  It is good to see that the 
alternative government is proposing one.  Skills Australia would provide government with recommendations 
about future skill needs of the country to help prepare our workforce to meet future demands.  When we have 
discussions with project proponents and operators, one of the key issues they seek to have addressed is the 
workforce issue.  
Several members interjected. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  They are fully aware that there is virtually no understanding - as is evident from the 
ignorant interjections we are getting today - by the opposition in Western Australia about this issue and how it 
should be addressed.  That ignorance and lack of understanding simply reflects the same sort of lack of 
understanding shown by the federal government.  Skills Australia will identify future skill shortages so that they 
might be addressed, which is not a bad idea!  It is not a bad idea to have a concept of which skills we will need 
and how we will provide them.  No ideas of that nature have been proposed at all by the current federal 
government.  
Skills Australia will identify persistent skill shortages so that current capacity shortcomings can be overcome.  It 
will identify barriers that prevent skill formation in areas in which persistent skill shortages exist.  Again, at the 
moment, absolutely no acknowledgement has been made by the current federal government that that is an issue 
that needs addressing in a national strategic way.  Skills Australia will identify industries in which retraining and 
up-skilling of workers may be required to prevent under-employment and skills obsolescence.  In other words, 
how do we keep our training institutions relevant and directed towards future needs?   
We on this side of the chamber and the state government of Western Australia very much welcome Kevin 
Rudd’s initiative.  There is no doubt that he is in touch with the needs of modern Australia.  We do have an 
alternative Prime Minister who is not burnt out, who is not out of touch - or who was never in touch in the case 
of Peter Costello.  We have a person who has some ideas about how to manage the economy.  
Mr T. Buswell:  You said the same about Mark Latham three years ago.  
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Heaven help us!  Is there any wonder that so many people reflect upon the paucity of 
talent in the state opposition.  Members opposite know that themselves.  They are sitting there quietly now 
because they know it themselves.  The member for Kalgoorlie knows it.  They still have not figured out that they 
are not in government but that they are in opposition, and that when I talk about the opposition I am talking 
about members opposite.  
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Several members interjected.  
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  It must be a source of constant entertainment to visitors to this Parliament to see the 
level of intellectual input that comes from the opposition in debate.  They wave their arms around, aping animals 
at the zoo.  That is about the best we can do.  
At the moment in Australia we have a federal government that is in dire need of being put out of its misery.  We 
have a Prime Minister who knows that his time is up.  He knew it 12 months ago but could not make a move to 
step aside.  We have an alternative government and an alternative Prime Minister that are recognising the needs 
of a modern Australian economy and the ordinary working people of modern Australia.  I look forward to the 
opportunity of working in partnership and cooperation with Kevin Rudd and his government to realise the full 
potential of the Western Australian economy, which is not a partisan desire; it is in the interests of Australia as a 
whole.  I congratulate the federal opposition leader, Kevin Rudd, for the proposals he has been outlining and, 
most recently, the Skills Australia proposal he outlined last week.   
 


